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JIM LOVRETA — TRIBUTE 

Statement by Minister for Planning 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Planning) [9.09 am]: I rise to pay my respects to the friends and 
family of Jim Lovreta, a significant Swan Valley identity. Jim played a central role on the Swan Valley Planning 
Committee for fourteen and a half years—from 21 January 2007 to 12 July 2021. He was a significant contributor 
to many committees and organisations in the valley. 

Jim was born in the Swan Valley on 12 May 1952 to parents Stipan and Karma Lovreta. He was the eldest brother 
of Mary and Tony. They grew up on the family property in the Swan Valley. Jim was educated at Caversham Primary 
School and then at Hampton Senior High School. Jim and Tony learnt how to run the vineyard from their parents, 
and together they took over and grew their vineyard. The Lovreta table grape vineyard became very successful, due 
to the hard work and smarts of the Lovreta brothers. The Lovreta grapes were sold at the markets, and then directly 
to Coles. Many of you would have bought and eaten Lovreta grapes over many years. Jim’s experience in the vineyard 
and keen interest in politics and all policy matters made him a significant figure in the valley. 

Jim took a keen interest in issues that might have impacted on the Swan Valley, serving as a member of the 
Swan Valley Planning Committee for a number of years. He became somewhat of an authority on the general 
principles of planning laws, both at a state and local government level. He was fully conversant with water licences 
and spraying techniques that were so important to producing quality fruit. Being the selfless man that he was, he 
spent an inordinate amount of his time helping many local property owners with advice on how to work their way 
through the complex range of different planning rules at both state and local level. 

I met Jim as a fresh-faced candidate for West Swan in 2008. Jim very quickly took me under his wing. Jim schooled 
me in all things about the valley. He introduced me to so many people. He was always trying to help a friend in the 
valley or helping me understand in more detail the issues of the valley. Many a day and evening was spent in the 
Lovreta gazebo, talking about how we could make changes to improve the future of the valley. In developing 
the new Swan Valley Planning Bill, many of the concepts and ideas came from the many discussions I had with 
Jim. Jim never missed any of my events. I remember my first real community event at Christmas 2008, held in at 
Caversham hall. As the new member, I did not have a lot of contacts, but Jim was there lending his support. He did 
not miss a Christmas party or valley event. 

Sadly, and somewhat unfairly, and despite his courage, it was the return of cancer that took his life on 3 May, just 
nine days short of his seventieth birthday. Fortunately, I was able to visit Jim just hours before his death, cutting 
short a trip to the wheatbelt to say my final goodbyes. 

Jim leaves behind his loving partner, Anna, her son, George; siblings Mary and Tony; Barba to Sue and Michelle; 
great-Barba to Are, Theo and Ava, Shari and Kyle, and Blake. 

Rest in peace, Jim. 
 


	JIM LOVRETA — TRIBUTE
	Statement by Minister for Planning


